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“How did Mumbai artist Shakuntala Kulkarni elevate Dior's Fall/Winter 2024 collection with her 
cane sculptures? Shakuntala Kulkarni's Cane Sculptures Elevate Dior's Fall/Winter 2024 
Collection 
 
Mumbai-based artist Shakuntala Kulkarni has made a significant impact on Dior's Fall/Winter 
2024 collection with her intricate cane sculptures. These unique pieces were prominently 
featured during the Paris Fashion Week, adding a distinctive artistic flair to the runway. 
 
The Artistic Collaboration 
Cane Sculptures as Centerpieces 
Kulkarni's elaborate, armor-like sculptures made of cane were a central element of Dior's show. 
These pieces are part of her series titled "Of Bodies, Armour, and Cages," which explores 
themes of protection and restriction, much like fashion itself [1] [2]. 
 
Maria Grazia Chiuri's Vision 
Dior's creative director, Maria Grazia Chiuri, envisioned a modern retelling of the brand's history 
through these sculptures. The cane frames provided a striking backdrop that complemented the 
ready-to-wear collection, narrating a story of transformation and resilience. 
 
The Impact on the Collection 
 
A Fusion of Art and Fashion 
Kulkarni's sculptures not only enhanced the visual appeal of the collection but also brought a 
deeper, conceptual layer to the show. The use of cane, a traditional material, juxtaposed with 
contemporary fashion, created a dialogue between past and present, tradition and innovation [3]. 
 
Highlighting Cultural Heritage 
By incorporating Kulkarni's work, Dior highlighted the rich cultural heritage of Indian 
craftsmanship. This collaboration underscores the global nature of fashion and art, celebrating 
diverse artistic expressions and their ability to transcend cultural boundaries [1]. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Shakuntala Kulkarni's cane sculptures have significantly elevated Dior's Fall/Winter 2024 
collection, adding a unique artistic dimension that resonates with themes of protection, 
restriction, and cultural heritage. This collaboration not only showcases the versatility of fashion 
but also celebrates the fusion of global artistic traditions. 


